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AN OLD SUBJECT RENEWED. 


Whatever the defects of the stage as a 
moral teacher, it is at least a foe to cant. | 
Of all the enemies to human progress, 
there is, perhaps, none greater than this 
same huge humbug which the conventicle 





literate than some of the pieces we alluds 
to—a mass of vulgarity, of incongruity, 
and sometimes of obscenity, which thos: 
who have never witnessed them, coul t 
searcely conceive. But we have sail 
enough hereon. 

The multiplicity of books and amusing 


upholds, but which the larger portion of | publications in these days, the great variety 
soeicty with reason rejects, The human _ of sights in the metropolis, and the facilities 
mind is so eonstituted, that amusement is | afforded to locomotion by the railways, 


necessary to health, and mental equili- | 


have all tended to the diminution of attrac- 


brium; and the refining agency of art is| tion in the theatre. Literary tastes are not 
Ley. ni question. We, therefore, contend | necessarily allied to theatrical propensities, 


that anything of an artistie character which 
conduces to the wholesome enjoyment of 
the world, is good, . 

But this is merely the negative aspect of 
the Drama. A larger and a grander ethieal 
idea than that which has been current with 
the masses, is capable of evolution. Why 
should not the drama, when it rises from 
its present state, become a regenerator in 
the highest and noblest sense? The time 
seems nearly ripe for a new development ; 
and the age requires it, the Poet feels it. 

jut though there can be no rational 
doubt that the present time is susceptible 
of the change in question, managers seem 
by no means ready to encourage dramas 
with a tendency to exalt the mind. Some 
of them even seck for the corrupting rub- 
bish which merely excites a morbid inte- 
rest in the vulgar, or for a moment tickles 
the fancy of “fast”? men about town. We 
lave repeatedly, at various periods, alluded 
to the ridiculous balderdash which we 
have yawned through at some of the minor 
theatres, until we have devoutly wished 
that such exhibitions were at an end. We 
question if even the Rev. Josiah Curseall 
could compose anything viler or more il- 











and we become fastidious and critical as 
we cultivate the higher faculties of our 
being, and learn to speculate on principles 
which lie at the foundation of art. Genius,, 
however, has always a fascination for us. 
If we go to the Italian Opera, we are re- 
luctantly compelled to sce that there is 
three times the amount of genius there to 
be found in any two of our English thea- 
tres—at least of those devotod to the intel- 
lectual drama. How fine the acting of 
Parodi and Frezzolini, and the singing of 
Sontag! Scenery, music, exsembie, are all 
there, ; 

Our only hope for the British Drama is, 
that a great author and a great actor will 
arise. We must not look for another 
Shakspere; but there may be greatuess 
short of his talent, among us; and we can- 
not really think there is no actor anywhere 
to be found capable of embodying the 
highest conceptions of the Poet. 

A small theatre—the St. James's for 
instance—with an English Rachel, and « 
| good company to support fine uew plays, 
| would be certain of success. To places ef 
amusement the English are certain to re- 
pair, if they areamused ; but the incapacity 
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of managers, the folly of aetors, and the 
fatuity of those speculators who have seen 
no under-current, constraining the powers 
theatrical to attempt what has not hitherto 
heen attempted, have brought the Stage 
into disrepute, and contributed to their 
ruin, 
Bera. 





PAE TROPOLITAN THEATRES 


CITY. 

“ Anato” still continues its highly sue- 
cessful career, the house being very well 
attended, and the performances received 
with much approbation. We very uninten- 


tionally omitted in our preceding notice of 


this drama, ‘o mention, ‘n the terms of com- 
mendation to which it is justly entitled, the 
remarkably clever and highly tasteful music 
which Mr. Mingaye has composed and ar- 
ranged for the play, and which it is but 
justice to add, very considerably enhances 
its merit and interest in representation The 
overture is striking and effective, compris- 
ing some very agreeable melodies which we 
understand the clever composer is about to 
arrange for quadrilles, and which can 
scarcely fail to command a considerable 
share of public approval and pocensen. A 
new melodrama has been added to the ge- 
neral attractions of the theatre, which has 
been very successful, mainly owing to the 
effective manner in which it has been ar- 
ranged for the stage by Mr. E. F. Saville, 
and the liberal appointments, &c., provided 
for it by the spirited lessees, Messrs. John- 
son and Nelson Lee. 


QUEENS, 

This theatre has been closed for some 
time for the purpose of being re decorated 
and altered, which has been done in a most 
complete and handsome manner, and may 
now vie with any other in the metropolis. 
On Monday last, Mr. James opened for the 
season. Long before the time of opening 
the doors, there was a dense crowd assem- 
bled, and what with carriages, cabs, and 
people, it was with difficulty we were en- 
abied to make our way into the theatre. 


The first piece in the bill of entertainment | 


was 2 drama in tw» acts, entitled the ‘* Old 
Mill Stream.” It abounds with many inte- 
resting situations, and the acting of Messrs. 
Green, Manders, Bedford, and Clarke, is 


— 


worthy of our unqualified approbation. The 
female characters are not so strongly cast, 
| but they deserve particular notice from the 
manner in which they were acted by Mes- 
dames Boyce, Hamilton, and Gibson. The 
drama wants a little curtailment, so as to 
concentrate the action, as the plot is dis- 
cernible in the first act. The gem of the 
evening Was an entire new extravaganza, in 
two acts written by Mr. ©. Stansficld James, 
ason of the proprietor, which very much 
surprised us. It is written with so much 
point and spirit, that we imagined the pen 
of Planche or Albert Smith had been at 
work, instead of this young gentleman, who 
promises fair, although so young, to eclipse 
them all. The dialogue is far from common 
place, the double entendres very smart, the 
puns exceedingly witty, and the plot easily 
comprehended ; in short, to say the least of 
it, it is by far the best piece of the kind 
that has been produced since the Keeleys 
had the Lyceum. In speaking of the dresses, 
machinery, and scenery, we feel assured no 
expense has been spared. The ballet de- 
partment has a!so been ad-nirably arranged, 
and the dresses are superb,—the ladies ap- 
pearing in four different costumes, each 
equal to any Vestris ever introduced. The 
acting is capital throughout, the principal 
parts beihg rendered excellently well by 
Manders, Clarke, Bedford, Randall, Willis, 
Bigwood, and Mesdames Hamilton, Boyce, 
Gibson, Rivers, &c,, &c. We need scarcely 
add, that such a piece was immensely suc- 
cessful. 


BRITANNI\A. 

A piece has been playing here this week, 
with a fair share of success, called the 
“Seven Ages of Man.” The drama, which 
is founded upon Shakspere’s “Seven Ages,” 
contains some good scenes and effective sit- 
uations ; and great attention has been paid 
to the costume. The different parts are well 
supported by Messrs. Sawford, Broughton, 
Bird, Mordaunt, Carles, and Rogers, and 
Mrs. James Yarnold, &c. A pas de deux 
which followed, by Mr. Smith and Madlle. 
Rose, deserves our warm commendation. It 
is now some time since we saw this lady, 
and we must say she has wonderfully im- 
proved. They were loudly applauded. The 





| second piece was the “Witch of Waterloo,’ 
Mr. Plunkett sustaining the part of Charles 
| 1L. with unflageing spirit. Mr. J. Mordaunt 


‘made a good Lord Eagleton, and Mr. 
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Brougham was warmly applauded as Walter 
Sternholm. We would award onr warmest 
approbation to Mrs. Lane for her persona- 
tion of Floretta, and to Mrs. Ware for her 
acting as the reputed Witch. ‘‘Rose Roy” 
concluded the entertainments. The part ot 
Lord Huutspill was entrusted to Mr. Bird, 


and was rendered by him in a truly artistic | 
manner. Mr. Sawford bestowed much pains | 


on his conception of David Allen. ‘The same 
remark may be appled to Mr. Broughton’s 











THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 407 


ment. To go through the whole role of 
characters, would be tedious, and to give 
our unbiassed epinion of some of them 
might not be relished. We shall, therefore, 
content ourselves upon this occasion by 
giving the principals in this affair. Mr. 
Fraser, who sustained the part of Beauseant, 
is endowed by nature with a gvod voice, 
and he is good-looking, but it appears from 
his manner, he is not much used to the 


|:tage, so that allowance must be made. It 


Perkin Warbeck. Mrs. Atkinson looked | is, therefore, not to be wondered at tht 
and acted admirably as the heroine. We | his performance was of a mediocre cast. Mr. 


would add a word;in,praise of the admirable 
stage arrangements of Mr. Wilton. 


PAVILION. 

A new drama of very considerable interest 
entitled the * Diamond Cavern, or Luxury, 
Comfort, and Want,” was produced op 
Monday evening, and received with the 
most tumultuous approbation. The great 
interest of the story of this drama cannot 
fail to render its representation agreeable, 
while the excellence of the acting, especially 
that of Mr. Elphinstone, Mr. Dudley, Mr. 
Dale, Miss M. Atkins, and Mr. E.G. Burton 
could not fail to ensure the warm approval 
of the thronged audience. The play, we 
understand, is written expressly for Mr. 
Thorne by Egerton Wilks. The well-known 
piece, called “ The Warrior Boy,”’ is an- 
nounced for revival in thdfcourse of a few 
days, when Miss Sarah Thorne—a very 
clever “little lady,” whom we have before 
had oceasion to notice with much approval, 
will re-appear. The house_has beer ex- 
tremely well attended. 


AMATEURS. 

Crarence Tueatre, Kine’s Cross.— 
We know full well that boiled pigeon is a 
nice dainty dish! pea-soup is good in its 
way ; but these dishes, good as,they are, 
and however they may be hashed up, are 
not digestible for breakfast, dinner and 
supper,—though they may be served up by 
different artistes. These observations apply 
to the plays the amateurs at this theatre 
generally choose for the exhibition of their 
abilities before their frieuds. The play is 
pretty certain to be either the “ Hunch- 
back,” or the “Lady of Lyons.” On 
Wednesday last, .the latter play was per- 
formed by the amateurs of this establish- 


Howe, as General Damas, appeared not to 
have confidence in himself. There was no- 
thing hale and hearty in his acting, and he 
did not throw off the mask, nor do we re- 
‘member his making a single point, though 
the character affords many opportunities of 
doing so. Mr. Byron displayed proper feel- 
ing as the wronged father, and acted with 
energy. The part of Claude was, in many 
instances, forcibly acted: indeed through- 
out, it was very respectable, but a greater 
amount of action was required, particularly 
in the scene where he leaves his mother’s 
cottage to enter the armv. Miss Page has 
seen Miss Helen Faucit in Pauline more 
than once, or she could not have copied her 
action and manner so closely. However, if 
she is to copy, she could not have chosen a 
better model. Ter personal qualifications 
are everything that can be wished—she 's 
handsome and ladylike; although she dos 
not display them to the best advantage. 
having got into a sad habit of stooping, 
which mars the beauty of her figure. Miss 
Barry made an excellent Widow Melnotte, 
and acted with considerable feeling. Miss 
Russell played Madame Deschapelles with 
becoming spirit and dignity. 


IstinGton Murvat Instruction So- 
c1eTY.—On Monday, Sept. 16th, an elocu- 


the funds of the above. We would sugge t 
to the committee the necessity of procuring 
talent at their next entertainment, insteal 
of parading novices before a paying aud- 
ience. There are plenty of gentlemen be- 
longing to other institutions always willin ; 
to give their aid for such a cause, if apple | 
to in a proper way, therefore there is n> 
lexcuse. We hope we shall never again wit- 
| ness sich an exhibition. Mr. Heary ‘Tyrrell 
‘gave lus valuable services, and very ably 





tionary entertainment was given in aid of 
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officiated as chairman: he also recited! W. Bartiert.-—Miss Fortescue, we believe, is 


* Parhassius” in a truly finished and art- 
istic manner, eliciting the most unbounded 
applause. Mr. J. Butler recited the * White 
Slave’’ with great earnestness and the most 
intense feeling. These were two gems—the 
‘rest were bad, very bad; and we refrain 
from mentioning names, for we hope to see 
some of them do better for the future. 
| We are indebted to a correspondent for 
the above not having been able to at- 
tend ourselves.— Ep. ] 


Govcn Street Instirution.—We 
never neglect amateur performances, when- 
ever we are invited, but we expect them to 
be of a creditable character, and it is always 
painful for us to be obliged to criticise se- 
verely. We are willing to make every al- 
lowance to persons who spend their time 
this way, for recreation and not for profit. 
On Tuesday, the play of “ John Savile” 
was attempted, and but for Mr. C. Wilson, 
who undertook the principal character of 
Saville, and Miss Routledge, who sustained 
the part of Lillian the daughter ; we should 
have omitted this performance altogether ; 
fur the other characters were so miserably 
represented, that we forbear making any 
comments upon them. The two we have 
named deserve our warm approbation, and 
we hope upon another occasion, to see them 
better supported. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 





Ktumour.—The guards at the patent theatres are 
remunerated by the proprietors, It is quite op- 
tional on their part whether they engage them or 
not. No other houses have them but the patent 
theatres, 

Omixous.—Braham, when a boy about twelve years 
of age, was in the habit of singing at various 
public houses on the same evening. 

PLaycorr.—The father of the present Emery was 
the original Tyke in the “ School of Reform,” 

A Reapen.—You can have the whole of our vo- 
Jumes, from the first to the eleventh, at the pub- 
lisher’s. 

An AMaAtruR.~—We always attend Gough-street 
Institution when we are invited. 

P. Pari.ny.—We cannot insert the MS. 
personal and abusive, 

S. Nicos —The actor you allude to has never 
allowed his age to be given in; any memofr, but 
we know, froma private source, that he is in his 
63rd year. 

R. F. G.—The History of the Provincial Theatres 
will be continued, The Margate theatre will hold 
about 500 pursobs. 


It is too 


married and retired from the stage. You can 
get the work at Lacey’s Wellington st., Strand. 
Wakpr.— We shall give a lengthened notice of the 
performance at the Clarence theatre on Wednes- 
day, in our next. 
Corto.anus,—Mr, G. K. Dickinson, Jate of Sad- 
ler’s Wells, is in his 31st year. 
W. D.—The alterations of the Standard theatre are 
fast progressing. ‘The theatre, it is expected, 
will be opened in about a month. 
Atiquis.—Miss Davenport is now in America, 
and we believe doing very well. Her last orivi- 
nal character in London, was in Barber’s drama 
of “ La Dame de St Tropez.”’ This was at the 
old Olympic, then under the management of her 
father. 
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THE LONDON THEATRES. 
PAVILION 
(Continued from page 361.) 

For some period after the secession of 
Garrick, the history of this theatre becomes 
obscure: it appears, indeed, to have re- 
mained closed for some very considerable 
period, and we find so little trace of it, that 
there remains nothing of the slightest im- 
portance to place before the reader. The 
“East London theatre” was eventually des- 
troyed by fire (a fate common to all estab- 
lishments of a similar description). This 
circumstance occurred in 1802: the build- 
ing was then, and had been for many years 
previously, a depot for coffee and other im- 
ported articles. 

Seventeen years previous to the demoli- 
tion of the old structure, which, as we have 
already remarked, had long previously 
ceased to be applied to dramatic purposes, 
another ** East London Theatre” had been 
/erected upon a different site, and upon a 
| far more enlarged and commodious plan. 
| This building, doubtlessly well remembered 
by many of our readers, stood in Wells 
street, quite contiguous to Wellclose square 
—and owed its origin to the then well- 
known, aud still well-remembered John 
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Palmer, at that time an actor of great pop- 
ularity at Drury Lane, who seceded from 
the latter establishment for the purpose of 
becoming manager of this, his new hist 

onic bantling. The first stone of this buiid- 
ing was laid on the 26th of December, 
1785, by Palmer himself, and was, after 
many tedious and dispiriting delays, even- 
tually opened on Wednesday, June 20th, 
1787. ‘The delays alluded to, principally 
arose from the-——at that period—never end- 
ing question of license. Palmer, and his co- 
adjutors, fancied that a license from the 
Governor of the Tower, and the magistrates 
of the district, would be sufficient to allow 
of the theatre being opened to the public, 
but in this they were wofully deceived, for 
the proceedings adopted by the managers 
of the patented establishments, were so 
stringent, that the theatre was closed on the 
night following that of its re-opening. The 
performances consisted of “As You Like 
It,” (in which Palmer personated Jaques), 
and the then popular farce of “ Miss in her 
Teens,” and jamid the company engaged, 


we find the names of Bannister, Quick, | it 


Mrs. Martyr, Mrs. Gibbs, and others of 
equal note. 

We had prepared a brief biography of 
John Palmer, but our limits forbid its in- 
sertion: suffice it, therefore, to say, that 
this highly-popular actor was born in Old 
street, St. Lukes, in 1747, and fell dead on 
the stage of the Liverpool theatre, on the 
evening of the 2nd of August, 1798, while 
acting the “ Stranger.’ ‘This lamentable 
catastrophe occurred in the fourth act, and 
has been attributed to his great grief at the 
death of bis second son, which occurred a 
few days previously. It has been stated 
that his last words were, ‘‘ there is another 
and a better world,” but this has been con- 
tradicted upon good authority. It has also 
been stated that a few days previously to 
his death, while walking in the little church 
yard of Warton, near Liverpool, where he 
was subsequently buried, that the stone of 
a ring which he wore fell from its setting, 
and could not be afterwards found either by 
himself or the friend who was with him, a 
circumstance which vexed him much. The 
sequel of this anecdote is, that the stone 
was eventually found on the very spot of 
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this strange tale, to the credibility of our 
readers. 








SOLOMON THOMPSON at tus THEATRES, 


We met our friend, the old critic, at 
Sadler’s Wells the other night, when the 
“ Legend of Florence” was performed. 
“How do you like the play, Sir,” we 
asked at the end of the performance. 
“Leigh Hunt isn’t quite a man of 
genius,” replied Solomon, ‘but there is in 
his writings a vein of beautiful fancy, which 
is a sort of silver-gilt. As for gold, Sir, we 
can’t expect it now, or at all events, there 
is some alloy with the genuine metal. But 
the acting of Miss Glyn is decidedly fine in 
this play. It is ideal, delicate, and refined, 
though she is best in high tragedy. Ter 
exclamation to the insensate husband, *‘Good 
God, what have I done?” is admirable. 
Hunt’s writing is not very powerful, and the 
part Phelps plays, though the best in the 
drama, doesn’t afford scope for brilliant 
acting. However, he is extremely good in 


‘© [ think Sadler’s Wells and the Olym- 
pic have the best companies for the purpose 
they are devoted to, in town 7” 

“Why, the Haymarket, even when 
Macready is there, can hardly get up tra- 
gedy at all; and the Surrey is very poor. 
It is odd, with several good actors unew- 
ployed, that bad performers, to whom I 
need not allude, should be engaged.” 

** Wretched in the extreme,—men with- 
out mind or soul—without a single qualifi- 
cation but a decent voice and person. The 
Olympic company is good.” 

“Ah, Mrs. Stirling is excellent! I am 
going to see her in ‘ Giralda’ next week.” 

It is pleasant to find the old man with 
30 much enthusiasm about his favorite art, 
despite his seventy years, We are apt, in 
the hard tussle of the world, to grow apa- 
thetic and indifferent to what we have loved 
in youth: but Solomon—worthy man !— 
retains the freshness uf youth, and when a 
fine point excites his admiration, no one 
claps louder than he. 

At the Olympic, last Thursday, we met 
again, and sat together. The first piece was 
“ Giralda,”’ a drama translated from the 





ground wherein, within a fortnight after- 
wards, the lifeless body of the actor was in- 
terred. We leave belief, or otherwise, in 


French, and the second, ‘ The Oldest In- 
habitant.” Solomon delivered himself alter 
the first piece thus : 
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“[ don’t care much for these dramas of | in honour of their distinguished passenger. 
ntrigue, and confess I don’t think they are | The steamer at last appeared. "the multi- 
calculated to serve the cause of morality. tude, swayed with excitement, as the At- 
‘The age is beyond them, and if the drama | lantic near-d the wharf, and the most en- 
is to last, it must reflect the aspect of the | thusiastic cle rng broke forth, which must 


time. Certainly this is well got up and | 
amusing, and the acting is greatly above 
mediocrity. The frank simplicity of, Mrs. | 
Stirling iu Giralda, is charming. How little | 
studied she is! And yet great study is re- 
quisite to form such an actress. Nature, ana 
case, and grace, are rarely witnessed on the 
stage in these times.” 

“ Ilow much better she is than Vestris 
ever was, even in her best days.” 

“ Decidedly. And yet hardly so popular. | 
There is no clap-trap in the acting of this 
accomplished artiste.” 

** And how,”’ we subsequently asked, “do 
you like the other piece ?” 

“The Oldest Inhabitant!? Compton 
and Farren act very well in it. Farren is 
certainly still fine, in spite of the indistinct- 
ness of his articulation, When he is gone, 
I kuow not who is able to succeed him. 
Farren is so legitimate in his style !—so 
finished! so natural! But talents such as 
his are almost thrown away in mere sketches 
of character, such as we find in this little 
drama. I wish he would think of producing 
good five-act comedies and sterling pieces 
at the Olympic. In the long run, I am 
certain that the public relishes and patro- 
uises what is good, though a bad taste may 
be engendered by corrupt managers,” 








JENNY LIND’S ARRIVAL IN AMERICA, 


The American mail steamer Atlantic, 
Captain West, arrived at New York on the 
Ist instant, after a passage of eleven days 
and two hours, her voyage having been 
prolonged by a continual succession of 
south-westerly winds, which prevailed till 
within two days of her arrival. 

The steamer came with a full complement 
of passengers, among whom was that peer- 
less queen of song, whose very name ex- 
cites a glow of admiration on every cheek, 
Jenny Lind. Lung before the gallant 
steamer hove in sight, the vicinity of West- 
street, was densely crowded with more than 
30,000 persons, who were anxiously await- 
ing her arrival. A superb bower of green 
trees, decorated with beautiful flags, had 


have given the beautiful Swede some idea of 
the cordiality of an American welcome. 

Jenny Lind soon walked from tiie steamer 
to the dock, on a gang plank, covered with 
tapestry carpeting, and immediately entered 
the carriage of P. ‘T, Barnum, Esq., who 
‘efi for the Quarantine on Saturday after- 
noon, and remained until the Monday after- 
noon, when he boarded the vessel in com- 
pany with Dr. Doane, and attended Mulle. 
Lind to the city. 

The beautiful songstress appeared se veral 
times at the carriage wind..w, and bowed to 
the people. She appeared delighted with 
everything around her. 

lt was a quarter to three o’clock before 
the carriage arrived at the Irving-house. 
Here at least five thousand pers ns were 
collected, and the density of the throng 
prevented for fifteen or twenty minutes, the 
vehicle Leing brought sufficiently near for 
the occu ants to alight at the door. A great 
rush was made by the crowd, who seemed 
determin d to get a glimpse of Jenny Lind. 
At last, through the exertions of the police, 
the carriage gained the steps, and she en- 
tered the private doorway, and was at once 
conducted to her apartments. The crowd 
immediately made loud cries for Jenny 
Lind, and she soon responded by appearing 
on the balcony fronting Broadway, and 
waving her handkerchief in acknowledg- 
ment. A tremendous burst of applause fol- 
lowed from the multitude, and she returned 
to her room much. affected with her enthu- 
siastic reception. 





Lecrure [att, Greenwicu.—This 
institution was crowded to excess on Thurs- 
day last, to héar alecture upon the physical 
Llistory of Water, by Mr. Baggs, who i.- 
lustrated his observations by numerous ex- 
periments to the great satisfaction of an 
attentive audience. We have heard this 
learned lecturer before, at the Polytechnic, 
and have had evident proofs of his great 
acquirements in the art and mystery of 
chemistry. The other amusements of the 
evening consisted of a vocal and instrumen- 





been erected on the pier by Messrs. Collins, 


tal concert. The vocal parts were sustained 
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with much talent by Madile. Lauriette, of 
the nobilities’ concerts ; Miss Murrell, and 
another young lady, who kindly offered her 
services in the absence of Mr. Norman,who 
was taken very ill. The singing of Madlle. 
Lauriette was very pleasing, and her execu- 
tion of such ballads, as ** I’ve been roam- 
ing,” “ Wapping Old Stairs,” &e., puts us 
in mind of the palmy days of Mrs. Bland 
and Mrs. Waylett. This young lady has 
great taste and judgment, and she sings 
with so much feeling, that she developes 
the subject of the ballad to the audience 
with such expression, that the theatre is as 
silent as the grave till its conclusion, when 
une loud burst of applause is sure to follow, 
and an encore demanded. The simple and 
pathetic is her forte, and she should never 
sing at any concert without introducing 
ballads of this description. Miss Murrell is 
a neat singer, and executed “ Bonny Dun- 
dee” very charmingly. We advise her to 
look at her music, if she is ever so perfect ; 
it is not becoming to stand looking at the 
audience. The band from the college was in 
attendance, by leave of the governor; it 
consists of thirty boys, from ten years old 
to sixteen, with their instructor at their 
head. ‘They played several very difficult 
overtures admirably well, and reflect great 
credit on their teacher. The whole went off 
exceedingly well, and the applause was verv 
general, 








PROVINCIAL. 


Mancuester. Theatre Royal.—This establish- 
ment re-opens on Saturday, the 28th instant, with 
Bellini’s opera of the Sonnambula, and a new spec- 
tacle entitled the Enchanter’s Slave. We shall 
have full scope in our next, to comment upon the 
prospects of the future. 

Queens.—In the absence of Mr, Dillon through- 
out the week, Mr. Norton Forde has been trying 
the legitimate in the characters of Othello and 
Richard IIL. Some parts of his reading and acting 
of Othello were good, but on the whole, we cannot 
commend it, His Richard, on the following even- 
ing, was a decided improvement, and his opening 
soliloquy displayed much judgment and good con- 
ception. The other characters were very well sus- 
tained. The house has been very well attended. 

Cotossgum.—Messrs. Cony and Taylor have 
been very successiul, and are re-engaged. 

BirmincHaM.—Our theatre has been doing well 
during the week. Mr. Buckstone and Mrs Fitz- 
william are received with great applause in the 
“ Flowers of the Forest,” the ‘ Rough Diamond,” 

nd other pieces. 
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Soutnamrron.—Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kean 
concluded a short starring engagement here and at 
Portsmouth with the performance on Saturday, the 
I4th instant, of the Wite’s Secret, and the Honey- 
moon. On Monday, the nautical drama of Tom 
Cring'e’s Log was revived, with the farce of the 
Laughing Hyena, and the pantomimie drama of 
the Dumb Man of Manchester. The grand dramatic 
pageant of Joan of Are is about being produced by 
the manager, who spares no exertion to cater for 
the taste of the public. 

GRAVESEND.—Tom Matthews commenced his 
managerial speculation at the theatre on Monday 
in last week, Some metropolitan performers of 
ability are amongst the selected little company. A 
comic ballet, called the White Slave, or Pero in a 
Pucker, in which the manager plays Pero, has been 
highly successful. 

Hutt..—On Monday evening, an operatic party, 
including Mr. W. Harrison, Mr. Weiss, Mr. Hi. 
Corri, Miss Louisa Pyne, and Mrs, Weiss com- 
menced a short engagement at this theatre, when 
each appeared in good voice, and by their efforts, 
determined to merit approbation. The opening 
piece was Balfe’s Bohemian Girl, in which the 
whole quintette appeared. The first solo in the 
opera deserving notice, introduced us to Miss L. 
Pyne, the prima donna of the party, in that rather 
hacknied but pleasing ballad, “I dreamt that I 
dwelt in marble halls,” the rendering of which at 
once gained for her the unequivocal approbation 
of the audience. Mrs. Weiss, as the Gipsy Queen, 
dclivered the music incidental to the part, in as 
agreeable a manner as the monotony of some of 
the passages would allow. Mr. Harrison received a 
hearty welcome on bis first entrance, which was 
continued throughout the evening ; he was encored 
in the popular ballad, “When other lips,” which he 
sung in his wonted style. Mr, Weiss, in “ The 
Heart bow’d down,” made a very favourable im- 
pression ; as also did Mr. Corri, as Devilshoof. 

Duxs.in. Prince Patricks —This new theatre was 
opened on Monday in last week, and is full nightly 











OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 








Signor Vitelli’s lectures upon singing and music 
—as taken in conjunction with surgical knowledge 
—are announced for delivery shortly, with very 
agreeable illustrations, at the Commercial Hall, 
City. We highly recommend this highly-intellec- 
tual entertainment, which, by theway, is announced 
as being under very distinguished patronage, to the 
attention and consideration of the musical public. 

Mr. Anderson has been starring at the Isle of 
Man, accompanied by a Miss Mosant, who is en- 
gaged for the leading business at Drury Lane, 
during the approaching season, 

Mr. Bunn has been very successful at Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne during the past week. 

Mr. Buckstone and Mrs, Fitzwilliam are engaged 
at Newcastle-upon-Tyne. . They appear to-morrow 
evening in Morris Barnett’s excellent comedy, the 
Serious Family. 

We are glad to announce that Mr. H. Marston is 
re-engaged at Sadlers Wells, and will appear on 
Monday next. 

















The Haymarket company will commence their 
performanees on the 9th of next month, and Mr, 
Mveready will make his re-appearance on the 
19th. 

The Adelphi company leave the Haymarket on 
the Ist of October; the entertainments on that oc- 
casion, the last night of the season, being for the 
benefit of Paul Bedford, 

Madame Celeste and Mr. Benjamin Webster are 
engaged for fourteen nights at Birmingham. 

Lycrum.—Planche has a piece in preparation 
for this theatre, which, it is said, will surpass in 
splendour and appointments, the celebrated Island 
of Jewels, 

Mr. Meadows goes to the Princess’s, and Mr. 
Thomas Grieve is appointed principal artist to the 
establishment. 

Madlle. Rachel, the talented tragedian, is under 
an engagement to give a series of performances at 
Berlin. 

Miss L. Pyxe.—This pleasing young vocalist is 
said to have been engaged as ‘ prima donna’ by 
Morelli, for the Italian Opera at Vienna for the en- 
suing season, : 

Joun WILSON, THE ScotcH Vocatist.—We find 
in a Montreal paper, a list of subscribers, who pro- 
pose to erect a monument over the remains of the 
late John Wilson, one of the victims to cholera in 
this city last summer, who is buried at Mount 
Herman Cemetery. " 

Sivori is engeged for the National Concerts 
which are to take place at Her Majesty’s theatre, 

Mr. Macready is on a provincial tour in the 
North, taking farewell of his friends at Dundee, 
Perth. Aberdeen, Greenock, &c. 

Miss Catharine Hayes takes Jeave of her friends 
and patrons at Dublin, Cork, and Limerick, pre- 
vious to her departure for Rome. 

Mr. Lumiey anp Mr. Mircnrecrt.—Rumours 
are afloat that these gentlemen have joined issue, 
and will be the joint lessees of Her Majesty’s 
theatre next season, 

Macrame Vestris and Charles Mathews are rusti- 
cating at Little Hampton. 

Frank Matthews has been ruralising in Wales 
and Searhorough. 

That old eastern favorite, Mr. H. Carles, of the 
Britannia, will take his benefit on Wednesday next. 

Mk. Dowton.—The numerous friends of this 


once popular and talented comedian will be glad to | 


learn that he continues to enjoy good health, not- 
withstanding his advanced years (being nearly 90) 
and that he is comfortably provided for in his old 
og . Asmall life annuity was purchased for him 
some years ago out of the proceeds of a benefit and 
private subseriptions, which Mr. Harley took a 
most benevolent and active part in promoting. 
With a comparatively small sum, owing to his 
great age, a yearly income was purchased, which 
has rendesed | is latter days comfortable. 

Tue Frencit’ Dramatist, M. Script.—This 
tilented and prolific writer has just produced 
another new work, in five acts, entitled “ The 
Queen of Navarre’s Tales,” and which will be 
speedily brought out at Paris. Asa proof of the 
fertility of this dramatist’s genius, we give the fol- 
lowing summary of his works: He has composed 
11 five-act comedies, and 22 in one, two, and three 
iets; upwards of 150 vaudeyvilles or farces; about 
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40 grand operas, and more than 100 comic operas. 
His entire works amount to above 340 in number, 
beside novels. 

Mr. Smith has been doing wonders through the 
provinces with his popular entertainment. At Scar- 
borough, Harrogate and Leeds, hundreds could not 
obtain admission. At Leicester, the theatre was 
filled to the roof, and at Bedford and Huddersfield, 
public curiosity was insatiable. In some of the 
larger towns, as York and Derby, Mr. Smith has 
been obliged to give his entertaininent twice a day, 
and being announced at various places previous to 
his arrival, to appear on certain nights, he has 
sometimes been compelted to have a special engine 
from one town to another, to enable him to keep 
his engagements with the public. He gave his en- 
tertainment at Macclesfiekd last Tuesday. 











ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TO BE DISPOSED OP, a valuable collection 
of THEATRICAL PORTRAITS, in handsome 
gilt frames, by celebrated artists, and warranted 
likenesses. Among them are C. Young, Jones, 
Sinclair, C. Matthews, Bunn, Cook, Kemble, 
Power, Garrick, G. K. Dickinson, Mrs. Nisbett, 
Miss Faucit, Miss Fortescue, Miss Stevens, Mrs. 
Davison, Mrs. W. Lacey, and many well known 
literary characters. 

May be viewed at 10, Granville Square, Lower 
Pentonville. 





CASINO DE VENISE, 218, High Holborn. — 
Duly licensed.- This magnificent ball room having 
been entirely re-decorated, is now open every even- 
ing. The band is complete in every department, 
composed of first-rate artists, and arrangements 
have been made for the produetion of the works of 
the most eminent native and continental composers 
Musical director and conductor, Mr. W. M. Packer. 
Master of the Ceremonies, M. Gonrict, with assis- 
tants. — Open at half-past seven. Admission Is, 





MADAME TUSSAUD’S 

MARIA MANNING, George Manning 
Bloomfield Rush, taken from life during theirtrials. 
—A cast in plaster of Mr, O'Connor, with a plan 
of the kitchen where he was murdered, Models of 
Stanfield Hall and Potash farm are now added to 
the Chamber of Horrors, at Madame TUSSAUD 
and SON’S Exutrtion Bazaan, Baker Street, 
Portman square.—Open from eleven till dusk, 


jand from seven till ten.—Admittance 1s; sinal} 


room 6d. extra. 





SUBSCRIPTIONS, 

Three Months secese One Shilling. 
Six Months.... Two Shillinus. 
Twelve Months,. -- Four Shillings 

Publiam d every Thursday Afternoon at Four o'clock, for 
the Propr.etor, by 8. Y. Collins, 113, Pleet Street; to be 
had of Vickers, Holvwel! Street; Mitchell, 89, Hollywell 

Street ,; J. Allen, Warwick Jane; Harris, Blackinars Koad, 

Seales, 195,Shorediteh, and all Booksellers & Newsvenders. 















Manchester, J. Heywood, 170 Deansgate ; Birmingham, 
W Pratt, 8’, Dgveth, To be hav by order, in any of the 
Provincial Towns. 
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